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Letter from the President: 
 

Shipmates: 

 

I hope everybody had a great time at this past reunion in St Louis. Mike Abbott really did a great job. 

We had a great turn out again, with a lot of new faces. We even had one shipmate drive in from Chicago 

just to spend the day with us. This year we lost another 10 shipmates. People are asking why we have 

these every year. Losing the amount of shipmates that we are, I guess we donôt have to say anything 

more.  

 

I would like to say thank you to the Association for voting the same officers in again. This Association 

is yours and we are here to work for you folks. Any ideas that you might have, please bring them up. If 

we can, we will try to work them in. Some we can; others just might be too expensive to get done. So far 

the Officers have done a great job building this Association from a great foundation that was given to us. 

We will continue to hold our office at the highest level. To be part of this great Association is a very big 

honor, and I hope we will not let you folks down. 

 

We had Mary and May attend this year and as always, it was a thrill. May made the Association a USS 

Belknap flag that we will hang with pride. Dick Schafer put on a great magic show at the dinner, and we 

would like to thank him very much for his time.  

 

Once again we had many great items that were brought for the raffle. Many thanks to everybody that 

donated, and to all the people that bought tickets. It was a great success. Letôs not forget the Ladies Aux-

iliary for taking care of this for us. They do so much work for us; I donôt know what we would do with-

out them. They just make everything go so much smoother. If any ladies are interested in becoming 

members of their group, please get in touch with Lynda or Lori. 

 

This coming year we are going to be in Tampa, Oct 21
st
 thru Oct 24

th
.  More information will be on the 

website by Jan 15
th
. Dick Lemon and Al Sniff have also put together a cruise after our reunion. Again 

more will be on the website. Check the website (or later in this newsletter) for the reunion form and get 

your rooms early. See all you folks there with another great turn out. 

 

For the 2011 reunion, the Officers have come up with three cities that will be up for a vote in Tampa. 

They are St. Louis, MO; Washington DC; and Newport, RI. All three are great cities. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

Chuck Taylor 

(66-68) 

 



USS BELKNAP Newsletter Page 2 Winter 2009-2010 

 

USS BELKNAP Association 

Registration Form* 

On October 25, 2002, the USS BELKNAP Association was formed.  

 

All personnel who served in USS BELKNAP (DLG/CG26) or any ship bearing the name USS 

BELKNAP from the past or the future are eligible to become regular members in the Association.  

 

Rights and privileges accorded to Regular Members include voting, holding elected offices in the 

association; serving on committees; attendance at reunions and other meetings; participation in USS 

BELKNAP and other Navy official functions; and participation in all historical and memorial functions 

sponsored by the Association. 

 

Membership Dues are $20 per year. The fiscal year of the association is October 27 to October 26 of the 

following year. 

 

Please make checks payable to USS BELKNAP Association. Complete the information listed below and 

send form and dues to the treasurer: 

J. J. Milnes 

490 E. End Ave. 

Beaver, PA 15009 

    Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

    Rank/Rate: _____________________________________________________ 

 

    Dates Served Onboard: ____________ to _____________ 
 

    Address: ____________________________________________________________ 
 

    City, State, Zip Code: _________________________________________ 

 

    Phone Number: ________________________________ 

 

    Email Address: _______________________________ 

  

Contact: President, Chuck Taylor at ctaylor77083@yahoo.com or Treasurer, J. J. Milnes at 

Milnesjj@verizon.net  

 

 

*Remember, it does not cost anything to register in the logbook on the website so that shipmates can 

keep in touch. Please take a moment to go to http://www.ussbelknap.com/ and either submit your infor-

mation or verify that what is already there is correct. Better yet, fill out the above form and mail it to Jeff 

so you can have a voice in Association affairs and future events.

mailto:ctaylor77083@yahoo.com
mailto:Milnesjj@verizon.net
http://www.ussbelknap.com/
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2009-2010 Association Officers 

The members attending the reunion in St. Louis, MO returned the existing officers to serve until the next 

election during the 2010 reunion in Tampa, FL: 

 President: Chuck Taylor, ctaylor77083@yahoo.com 

Vice President: Skip McCarroll, jsmccarroll@cox.net 

Secretary: Mike Abbott, abbottmdp@aol.com 

Treasurer: Jeff Milnes, milnesjj@verizon.net 

Immediate Past President: Dick Lemon, RLemonaid@aol.com 

Non-elected appointments of the board: 

Association Chaplain: Dave Jessel, ptljessel@charter.net 

Belknap Historian: Ross Hatch, rosshatch56@verizon.net 

Ships Storekeeper: Chuck Taylor, ctaylor77083@yahoo.com  

Webmaster: Richard Botteron, Webmaster@USSBelknap.com  

The 2009 Reunion Coordinator: Mike Abbott, Reunion Coordinator@USSBelknap.com 

Ladies Auxiliary:  

President: Lynda Taylor, Lyndam_Taylor@yahoo.com 

Vice President: Lori Apuzzo, lmets@snet.net 

 

 

A New Belknap? 
 

Many of you participated in the recent campaign to get a new ship named BELKNAP. For those of you 

who took the time to write, our heartfelt thanks. We will keep you advised on the website and via email 

of the progress of the effort. Stay tunedé

mailto:ctaylor77083@yahoo.com
mailto:jsmccarroll@cox.net
mailto:abbottmdp@aol.com
mailto:milnesjj@verizon.net
mailto:RLemonaid@aol.com
mailto:ptljessel@charter.net
mailto:rosshatch56@verison.net
mailto:ctaylor77083@yahoo.com
mailto:webmaster@ussbelknap.com
mailto:abbottmdp@aol.com
mailto:abbottmdp@aol.com
mailto:Lyndam_Taylor@yahoo.com
mailto:lmets@snet.net
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Come Join Us For The 

USS BELKNAP ASSOCIATION 2010 

POST-REUNION CRUISE 

   
 

The Royal Caribbean, Freedom of the Seas,  

October 24, 2010 -- 7-nights Eastern Caribbean Cruise 

Ship Name:   Freedom Of The Seas  

Destination:    Eastern Caribbean  

Departure Port:  Port Canaveral, Florida  

Ports of Call: Port Canaveral, Florida; Coco Cay, Bahamas; Cruising; Charlotte Amalie, St. 

Thomas; Philipsburg, St. Maarten; Cruising; Port Canaveral, Florida  

Rates: 

Inside  N:     $648.99 per person based on double occupancy  

Inside  PR:   $718.99 per person based on double occupancy 

Outside I:   $788.99 per person based on double occupancy 

Balcony E2:   $888.99 per person based on double occupancy 

Rates include cruise fare, port charges, and government taxes (taxes are subject to change) 

 

You will receive a $100.00 shipboard credit per cabin 

A deposit of 250.00 per person is due within 5 days of booking 

Final payment is due August 9, 2010 

AAA Insurance is optional; please inquire 

 A Passport is Recommended, but you can travel with Certified Birth Certif-

icate & Driver License 

 
Contact: Renee Christian -- AAA Travel -- (850) 477-6860, ext. 248 

540 Brent Lane -- Pensacola, Fl 32503 -- rchristian@aaasouth.com 

 

NOTE:  Transportation has been arranged, round trip, from the Tampa reunion site, for $120 per couple. 

This will save a lot of headaches, and is a good deal! 

 

 

mailto:rchristian@aaasouth.com
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Dit ty Bag 

 
The Association sends its thoughts and prayers to Jesse Coleman, whose daughter passed away suddenly 

during the St. Louis Reunion. 
 

We have created a Belknap shipmate challenge coin as a special item only available through our web-

site. The cost is $8.00 each (shipping included).  For ordering details, see: 

http://www.ussbelknap.com/estore/chckstore/salecoin.html. 

 

Someone who purchased a copy of the poem book, ñAt the Scent of Waterò at the reunion left it there 

when they checked out. If you are the culprit, Mike Abbott has it and will be happy to send it on to you. 

Contact him at abbottmdp@aol.com 

 

Those who wish to purchase additional copies of either ñAt the Scent of Waterò ($15) or ñSome Expe-

riences of a Sailorôs Wifeò ($10) send a check to: Fidelity Books, 332 East Broad St., Malvern, PA  

19355.  

 

For those of you who signed up to purchase ñSome Experienceséò at the reunion, Mary has already 

paid to have them printed, so be sure that you follow up with your order. 

 

Our steadfast, intrepid bartender, Al Sniff, is ready to retire from the job and is looking 

for relief for the next reunion. He hopes to be able to relax for a change, take a tour or 

two, and spend more time mingling with shipmates. If any of you are interested, please 

let Mike Abbott know at abbottmdp@aol.com. 

 

Those at the St. Louis reunion saw the Belknap model on display and others have seen photos. Though 

this particular model is being scratch-built, the owner of the company who makes a kit for the same size 

model (1/98 scale) will be donating one for the next reunion.  (See the first link below.) Stay tunedé 

 

If any of you are interested in building your own kit, there are three sites which offer an option: 

¶ http://www.badshipmodels.com/belknap.html  A 68ò version (1/98) scale 

¶ http://www.modelshipbuilding.com/350ussbelknap.htm A 1/350 scale class model 

¶ http://www.jagcollective.com/Ship_yard.htm  A 1/700 scale class model 

 

Limerick challenge: If any of you is the least bit creative, you might try your hand at writing a limerick 

that relates either to Belknap or one of her shipmates. Those of you who attended the last reunion will 

remember that Mary and May contributed several. Try your hand at it and we may be able to ñscare upò 

a prize for the best submission at the next reunion. 

 

Speaking of the next reunion, as Chuck Taylor mentioned in his letter, it will be in Tampa, FL. For 

2011, the options are Newport, RI; Washington, DC; and St. Louis, MO. Plan on Norfolk again in 2012. 

 

Due to other commitments, the Belknap ñbookò has been on the back burner. It will only see the light of 

day if we have input from lots of shipmates about their memories of their time on board. Guidelines for 

memory submissions will be posted soon on the website and forwarded by email. 

 

http://www.ussbelknap.com/estore/chckstore/salecoin.html
http://www.badshipmodels.com/belknap.html
http://www.modelshipbuilding.com/350ussbelknap.htm
http://www.jagcollective.com/Ship_yard.htm
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Ladies Auxiliary Corner  

Wishing you all a happy and healthy 2010. Our 2009 reunion was, to say the least, a great success.  

Mike did a fantastic job in St. Louis. The hotel was very nice and surrounding activities were very close 

by for all to enjoy. Our two favorite Belknap ladies, Mary and May, were again on hand to tell stories 

and to teach us some more songs. A presentation of the book, "At the Scent of Water" was presented to 

the Belknap Association. The Ladies Auxiliary President and Vice President, Linda Taylor and Lori 

Apuzzo, were also presented with a book, ñSome Experiences of a Sailorôs Wifeò, in which Mrs. Regi-

nald R. Belknap wrote about personal experiences she had while stationed with her husband.  

It was nice to have six new faces come to the reunion and we they hope that they enjoyed themselves 

enough to return often.  

Next year we can look forward to sun and sand in Tampa, FL. Hope everyone can make plans to be 

there. It should be a great time. If anyone has any suggestions or ideas for our Ladies Auxiliary newslet-

ter please forward to Lori Apuzzo at lmets@snet.net. 

May 2010 be a wonderful year for you all. Please don't forget those who cannot be with their families 

while they our serving our country. We send special prayers to all of them as well as our heartfelt 

thanks. 

Lori Apuzzo 

 

 

Mary Walmsley makes a presentation of her compilation of Belknap poems, ñAt the Scent of Waterò. 

 

A Special Thanks! 

Robert Mack, a cousin of May and Mary, contacted Jeff Milnes, about joining the Association. Jeff was 

happy to comply and told him of our plans for the upcoming reunion in St. Louis. Robert was disap-

pointed that he could not attend and asked if he could make a donation to be used for the reunion. Jeff 

mentioned the donation fund we had for shipmates needing a little help. Robert thought it was a great 

idea, and that was where we were going to use his donation.  

When the board starting discussing the challenge coin idea, Jeff contacted Robert who thought that it 

was a tremendous idea, but that maybe our plan for a 100 coins was low. He made the suggestion of 250 

coins, and said that he would cover the cost. We all owe a huge thank you to Robert, who along with 

May and Mary, continue to provide huge Belknap Family support to our Association. Hopefully, Robert 

will be able to make Tampa, where we can all thank him personally. 

mailto:lmets@snet.net
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Additional St. Louis Reunion Info 

 

 
May Irwin presented this beautiful hand-made flag to the Association. 

 

 

Richard Botteron shows the life ring from one of the small boats, presented to the Association by John 

Grein who served in USS Hoist (ARS-40) when she towed Belknap back to the US after the collision.  

 

 

Work in progress of 1980ôs era Belknap scratch-built and displayed by Mike Abbott. 


