
 

 

UUUSSSSSS   BBBEEELLLKKKNNNAAAPPP   

DDDLLLGGG///CCCGGG---222666   
 

Newsletter Summer 2011 

 

Letter from the President: 
 

Shipmates: 

 
Here we are again putting on the final ideas for the reunion in St. Louis. This should be a great one, if 
itôs anything like 2009. The dates are October 21st thru the 24th. We are hoping to see all the old ship-

mates and a lot of new ones like what we had in Tampa last year. 
 

All of the reunion information is on our website or will be very shortly. From everything I have seen 
Mike has done an outstanding job with this one. There is going to be some-thing for everybody this year. 
I have been told, there are a lot of shipmates making or bringing items for the raffle. Thank you in ad-

vance for all your hard work. Try and get your reservations in as quickly as you can. This will make eve-
rything run much smoother for us and the hotel. 

 
In case if you folks have not heard, we are going to Norfolk/Virginia Beach area for 2012. Bob and Pat 
Joseph are taking the reins for 2012 reunion. We are going to be open to ideas for 2013. As fast as the 

years are going by, itôs not that far away. 
 

I would like to thank Lori and Pat for the great job they are doing with the Ladies Auxiliary group. The 
ladies are always there for us when something needs to be done, and they can bring in a lot of money 
with the raffles. Any ladies that want to become members are more than welcome. The group is growing 

every year, and thatôs what we like to see. They offer great support for this Association. 
 
I would also like for you to keep all of our shipmates and their families in our thoughts and prayers. We 

have had some with medical and family problems since our last reunion. We have lost very few ship-
mates this past year, and I hope and pray it stays that way. 

 
Once again Iôm asking if you can send in an extra 5 or 10 dollars with your form that would help our 
emergency fund. As some of you folks know, this is for any shipmate that is in need. Any disbursal of 

these funds has to be approved by the board. 
 

This is my last newsletter as President. I would like to thank this board of officers for their great support, 
and to the past officers with their suggestions. I would also want to take time to thank you, the shipmates 
for all your help, and attending these great reunions. Without you, none of this would be possible.  

 
Have a safe trip to St. Louis and please be safe. If you should have any questions, please feel free to 

email, or call any of your officers. We are here to serve you, the proud shipmates of the USS Belknap. 
 
Chuck Taylor 

(1966-1968) 
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USS BELKNAP Association 

Registration Form* 

On October 25, 2002, the USS BELKNAP Association was formed.  
 

All personnel who served in USS BELKNAP (DLG/CG26) or any ship bearing the name USS 

BELKNAP from the past or the future are eligible to become regular members in the Association.  
 

Rights and privileges accorded to Regular Members include voting, holding elected offices in the 
association; serving on committees; attendance at reunions and other meetings; participation in USS 

BELKNAP and other Navy official functions; and participation in all historical and memorial functions 
sponsored by the Association. 
 

Membership Dues are $20 per year. The fiscal year of the association is October 27 to October 26 of the 
following year. 

 
Please make checks payable to USS BELKNAP Association. Complete the information listed below and 
send form and dues to the treasurer: 

J. J. Milnes 
490 E. End Ave. 

Beaver, PA 15009 

    Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

    Rank/Rate: _____________________________________________________ 

 

    Dates Served Onboard: ____________ to _____________ 

 

    Address: ____________________________________________________________ 
 

    City, State, Zip Code: _________________________________________ 

 

    Phone Number: ________________________________ 

 

    Email Address: _______________________________ 

  

Contact: President, Chuck Taylor at ctaylor77083@yahoo.com or Treasurer, J. J. Milnes at 
Milnesjj@verizon.net  
 

 

*Remember, it does not cost anything to register in the logbook on the website so that shipmates can 
keep in touch. Please take a moment to go to http://www.ussbelknap.com/ and either submit your infor-
mation or verify that what is already there is correct. Better yet, fill out the above form and mail it to Jeff 

so you can have a voice in Association affairs and future events.

mailto:ctaylor77083@yahoo.com
mailto:Milnesjj@verizon.net
http://www.ussbelknap.com/
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2010-2011 Association Officers 

The members attending the reunion in Tampa, Fl returned the existing officers to serve until the next 
election during the 2011 reunion in St. Louis, MO: 

 President: Chuck Taylor, ctaylor77083@yahoo.com 

Vice President: Skip McCarroll, jsmccarroll@cox.net 

Secretary: Mike Abbott, abbottmdp@aol.com 

Treasurer: Jeff Milnes, milnesjj@verizon.net 

Immediate Past President: Dick Lemon, RLemonaid@aol.com 

Non-elected appointments of the board: 

Association Chaplain: Dave Jessel, ptljessel@charter.net 

Belknap Historian: Ross Hatch, rosshatch56@verizon.net 

Ships Storekeeper: Chuck Taylor, ctaylor77083@yahoo.com  

Webmaster: Richard Botteron, Webmaster@USSBelknap.com  

The 2011 Reunion Coordinator: Mike Abbott, Reunion Coordinator@USSBelknap.com 

Ladies Auxiliary:  

New elections were held in Tampa with the following outcomes: 

President: Lori Apuzzo, lmets@snet.net 

Vice President: Pat Joseph, bpjvabch@cox.net  

Sergeant-at-Arms: Joan Perry, Joanperryo01@windstream.net 

 

 

 

A New President? 
 

As indicated in his letter, Chuck Taylor has indicated that this will be his last year as President. We 
probably wonôt know if he ñreallyò means it until St. Louis, but if you have any interest in the position, 

request someone to nominate you at the general meeting in St. Louis this year. Stay tunedé

mailto:ctaylor77083@yahoo.com
mailto:jsmccarroll@cox.net
mailto:abbottmdp@aol.com
mailto:milnesjj@verizon.net
mailto:RLemonaid@aol.com
mailto:ptljessel@charter.net
mailto:rosshatch56@verison.net
mailto:ctaylor77083@yahoo.com
mailto:webmaster@ussbelknap.com
mailto:abbottmdp@aol.com
mailto:abbottmdp@aol.com
mailto:lmets@snet.net
mailto:bpjvabch@cox.net
mailto:Joanperryo01@windstream.net
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A Puzzler 

 

 
 

This puzzle contains over 200 nautical words, abbreviations, and phrases; terms and words that Belknap 
crew should recognize; names of all COs and Belknap family benefactors; as well as the Admiralsô full 
names. Use of a word more than once is inadvertent. Multiple words or phrases do not contain spaces. 

See the word/phrase answer list at www.ussbelknap.com. While you are there, take a moment to 

make sure all your contact info is updated. A complete solution to the puzzle will be posted at a later 

date. 

http://www.ussbelknap.com/
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Ditty Bag 
 

New lanyards will be provided to all attendees at this yearôs reunion in St. Louis. They will be free to all 
comers, but you are encouraged to keep them safe for future reunions as those who have received a free 

one will be required to pay for replacements. 
 

 
 

The Belknap shipmate challenge coin is still available as a special item only available through our web-
site. The cost is $8.00 each (shipping included). The new Koozies are also available. Check the link 

from the main menu at www.ussbelknap.com for pricing info. 
 

 
 

The welcome packets at the reunion will contain a copy of the POD for the reunion. If you donôt see it, 
be sure to ask for one. Many of you requested them in Tampa. In response, we are providing copies to 

one and all. 
 

 
 

Volunteers will still be needed for bartending duties this year in St. Louis. Even an hour or 
two would be helpful and greatly appreciated. Please consider signing up at the bar when 

you arrive. 
 

 
 

There will be a special ladies luncheon on Friday for all Belknap ladies. This is a Ladies ONLY event 
where local vendors will display and market their unique products. The luncheon will be in the hotel res-

taurant, in an area reserved for you. 
 

 
 

If any of you are interested in building your own kit, there are three sites which offer an option: 

¶ http://www.badshipmodels.com/cruisers/cruisers.html A 68ò version (1/98) scale 

¶ http://www.modelshipbuilding.com/350ussbelknap.htm A 1/350 scale class model 

¶ http://www.jagmodelships.com/     A 1/700 scale class model 

 

 
 

As has been discussed previously, every five years we will return to our homeport for the annual reu-
nion. Therefore, in 2012, we will be in Norfolk and wonôt vote on another location for that year. Tampa 

was extremely popular and may be in the running for 2013, but we will entertain any venue suggestions 
from the membership at this yearôs general business meeting. 
 

 

http://www.ussbelknap.com/
http://www.badshipmodels.com/cruisers/cruisers.html
http://www.modelshipbuilding.com/350ussbelknap.htm
http://www.jagmodelships.com/
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If you want to order one of the ñThis is old navyéò shirts @12.00 each, specify by writing ñOLDò across 

the text info lines above. 
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Ladies Auxiliary Corner  
 

Hello to all: Hopefully we will see you all in St Louis. I would just like to pass along to all the ladies 
that there will be a special luncheon for you, thanks to the Association. (See the POD below for day and 

time).  Hope you can attend. We will have vendors to who will display their wares, and afterward, an 
Auxiliary meeting. This would be a perfect opportunity to join the Auxiliary if you arenôt already a 
member. 

 
I have been informed that there is only one taker for the tour so far, so if you are interested please notify 

Jeff as soon as you can. Mike has told me that there are only two ladies inputs for the book; would love 
to hear from anyone with your stories.  
 

Lou and I will be arriving a day or so early, as will  Lynda and Chuck Taylor. We will be putting togeth-
er your welcome packets for your arrival which will include Plan of the Day notices and other goodies. 

Iôm looking forward to seeing you all at check in. Travel safely. October is just around the corner. 
 
Love to all,  

Lori Apuzzo. 

 

 
 

Plan-of-the-Day for St. Louis 2011 Reunion 
 
Thursday 20 Oct, 2011 
 Check-in   1500  Early check-in available/earlier dates available 
 
Friday 21 Oct, 2011 
 Ladies Luncheon/Vendors 1130-1330 
 Ladies Auxiliary Meeting After lunch/vendors 
 Shipmates free time for sightseeing, casinos, etc. 
 
Saturday 22 Oct, 2011 
 Tour    0900-1430 
 Exec. Meeting   1430 
 Business Meeting  1500 
 Wine & Cheese Reception 1800 
 
Sunday 23 Oct, 2011 
 Memorial Service  1800 
 Pre-dinner mingling  1900 (hotel booze only) 
 Dinner    1930 
 
Monday 24 Oct, 2011    
 Checkout   1200  Late check-out available/later dates available 

 

Hospitality room will be open as long as we have someone to man it each day. 
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Additional Reunion Information  
 

¶ There is no longer an auto rental desk at the hotel, but the husband of our reunion coordinator at 
the hotel is manager of one about a mile away and he will be able to accommodate your requests. 

¶ The hotel has been completely renovated and is great. I went to a reception there at the invitation 
of the sales manager. Itôs like a brand new facility. 

¶ We suggest connections with Southwest if you are flying. St. Louis has a terminal (Terminal 2 ï 
previously called East Terminal) dedicated to that airline and it is easy in and out. The hotel has 

free shuttles every half hour until about 2300. If you arrive and a shuttle is not there, you can dial 
80 on the red courtesy phone at the terminal exit near baggage claim. 

¶ There are USO facilities at both Terminal 1 and Terminal 2. 

¶ Harrahôs Casino, west of the hotel, provides complimentary shuttle service to and from the casi-

no daily at 6PM. If you want to visit the new Lumière Place Casino or others in the city of St. 
Louis, you can ride the metro there for a reasonable fee. 

¶ Remember to let the reunion coordinator know when you register at the hotel, including any spe-

cial accommodations that you requested. He will be meeting with hotel staff shortly before the 
reunion to try to match all requests with availabilities. Send to abbottmdp@aol.com. 

¶ NEW INFORMATION FOR SMOKERS : As of the beginning of 2011, smoking is prohibited 
within 15 feet of any building in St. Louis County, Missouri. This, of course, includes the hotel 

and hotel balconies. 

¶ There are nearly 40 registered shipmates from IL and MO. There may not be another reunion this 

close to you for some time. Take advantage of the opportunity. 

 

 

Book Project 

There are only a few months left before we will begin the process of getting our book published. This 
book is not a small project with a pamphlet-sized result. As of this writing, there are already over 400 
pages and 80+ photos. A great result, but more is needed! 

Many of you have indicated that you are working on stories and will get them in when you get the time. 

Please donôt let the book project end without you becoming part of this monument to Belknap and her 
crews! 

Only a couple ladies have responded so far. We are confident that there are more stories out there from 
your perspective, and they have a place in this book. Please consider a submission. 

At this reunion, we will be discussing possible titles for the book. The working title is ñStarbusterò, 

which was her radio callsign, readily recognized by many who sailed in her. In addition, the reunion will 
be the deadline to get inputs before publication. 

 

mailto:abbottmdp@aol.com
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USS BELKNAP Association  
2011 Reunion Registration Form 

October 21-October 24, 2011 

Sheraton Westport Plaza Hotel 

900 Westport Plaza    St. Louis, Missouri 63146 

Reservations at 800-325-3535, or use the Reservations link at USS Belknap Association Reunion. You 
are responsible for making your own reservations.  

Rooms are available at $85 + tax for king or double-double. Specify room requirements for special 
needs when making reservations and inform them that you are with the USS Belknap Association if you 
phone in. Rates are applicable three days before and after Reunion dates. 

 

 

Name: _______________________________   Guest Name(s): _____________________________, 

 

       # Persons  Total 

Registration Fee: (Shipmate only) $30.00    

One guest free; additional guests $25.00 each    #_____  $_______ 

 

Banquet (Sunday, October 23, 2011) Same menu as 2009 

Cost $36 per person ï meal plated and served at table. 

Make your selection from one of the following entrees: 

¶ Herb Grilled Salmon with Chardonnay Cream Sauce  #_____  $_______ 

¶ London Bro il      #_____  $_______ 

¶ Chicken Marsala      #_____  $_______ 

 

All entrees served with Westport Salad, Dauphinoise Potatoes, Seasonal Vegetables, Dessert, Ro lls and Butter, Coffee or 

Tea. 

 

Note: Those with special d iet needs can be accommodated. 

 

Discover St. Louis City Tour, including Anheuser-Busch 

Brewery and Lumiere Place Casino. 0900-1430, Sat., 22 

Oct, 2011. $29.00 each, gratuities not included.   #_____  $_______ 

 
 

Annual dues, if you need to get caught up: $20/year.     $_______ 

         

        Total:  $_______ 

 

 

 

Mail completed form to Jeff Milnes at 490 E. End Ave., Beaver, PA 15009 

http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/ussbelknap


 

USS BELKNAP Newsletter Page 10 Summer 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Milnes 

490 E. End Ave. 

Beaver, PA 15009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address Correction Requested 


